
HOW TO CHOOSE THE

RIGHT WOOD FOR YOUR PROJECT 

Is the material on or in the

ground or in fresh water? 

 

Is it supporting a structure?
(e.g., posts, beams or joists

for a house or deck or dock)

Is wood that’s less than
six inches above the
ground supported by

porous materials such as
treated wood or concrete?

Are mulch, leaves,

vegetation or debris likely

to build up?

Does the structure and

surrounding area restrict air

circulation under the structure

and between boards?

Is the project wet on a
frequent basis such as on

a low-level dock
or by a sprinkler system?

Is the project in contact 
with untreated wood or 

older construction with any
evidence of decay?

Is there contact with

saltwater splash?

Is it in a tropical climate?

Is it a post supporting a

permanent structure?
(e.g., house, sunroom, barn, garage)

Is there contact with

saltwater splash?

Use treated wood labeled
ABOVE GROUND USE

UC3B

Use treated wood labeled

for GROUND CONTACT

USE UC4A

Use treated wood labeled

for GROUND CONTACT

HEAVY DUTY USE UC4B or 4C


